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Strategic Plan for Specialty Hospitals 

 
• The Deficit Reduction Act continues previous Health and Human Services 

(HHS) policy and suspends issuance of new provider numbers for specialty 
hospitals for the earlier of a period of six months or the date of the HHS 
strategic report.   

 
• During the six month period, HHS is required to develop a strategic plan, in 

consultation with Congress, to address issues relating to physician ownership 
in specialty hospitals, including disclosure of arrangements and investment 
shares, care for low income individuals and uncompensated care. 

   
• If the Secretary does not submit a final report within the six month period, 

then the suspension of enrollment will be extended for an additional two 
months. 


